[Clinical analysis in 34 cases of paravalvular leakage after valve replacement].
To study the treatment of paravalvular leakage (PVL) after cardiac valve replacement retrospectively. Between 1993 and 2005, 34 patients with PVL were observed, including aortic PVL in 6 patients and mitral valve PVL in 28 patients. Twenty-five patients with severe anemia and/or heart failure were reoperated, 9 patients without severe clinical symptoms and signs had treated conservatively. Repair of PVL was carried out in 14 patients, and the other 10 patients were performed prosthetic valve replacement. Of 9 patients who had treated conservatively, 1 patients died of septic shock, and 1 patient died of heart failure. During 6 - 72 months follow-up, of the seven survivals, 2 patients died of heart failure. And the other 5 patients were in NYHA class II. Echocardiography demonstrated no obvious enlargement of the PVL and diameter of the heart. Among the 25 patients who were reoperated, the overall operative mortality was 12% (3 patients). Twenty-one survivals were in NYHA class II during the follow-up of 4 - 132 months. While a mitral valve PVL and a aortic valve PVL were diagnosed among them after the reoperation 4 years and 6 months respectively. Patients with PVL and no severe symptoms can be treated conservatively and followed up. A more aggressive surgical treatment is recommended for patients with PVL and severe anemia and/or heart failure.